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Another milestone at NECC: 
Accreditation is underway 


® College undergoes important 
self study as part of fourth 
evaluation since 1970 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


As away to keep NECC up to standards with 
the changing effectivness of education tech- 
niques available, the college is undergoing 
its fourth 10-year accreditation evaluation. 

This process has evolved since the first 
round of accreditation in 1970... 

Paul Bevilacqua, vice president of aca- 
demic affairs and chairman of the self study 
committee, said the process no longer fo- 
cuses on the physical possessions of the 
college. It now focuses on the ways students 
are learning and how the college is per- 
forming, also known as institutional effec- 


tiveness. 

The definition of institutional effective- 
ness put forth by the New England Associa- 
tion of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) is 
using self-created standards and judging 
the college up against these standards. 

The NEASC policy on this matter also 
says that evaluation is not just a onetime 
event, but is an ongoing process. 

The current round of evaluations began 
in the spring of 1998. The committees were 
to compose the 11 standards that the NECC 
administration and faculty were using in 
the self study of the college. 

The process of the self study is the large 
part of keeping accreditation. The steering 
committee, co-chaired by Bevilacqua, Jo- 
seph LeBlanc and Barbara Stachniewicz, 
oversees the committees coming up with 
the study on the individual standards (see 


sidebar information). 
See ACCREDITATION, page 4 


Student enrollment shows increase 


@ More students are here 
due to aggressive recruitment 
and dual enrollment of 
high school students 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


Enrollment at NECC may have risen by as 
much as 2.5 percent this semester, accord- 
ing to information provided by enrollment 
services. 

Student numbers are up over last year, 
but exact figures are not yet available. 

Steve Sullivan, associate dean of enroll- 
ment services and director of admissions, 
attributes the increase to several factors. 
More aggressive outreach was performed 
in area high schools, with recruitment spe- 
cialists putting together a comprehensive 
“road show” beginning last fall. 

College fairs and conferences for guid- 
ance counselors also helped convey more 
information about the benefits of attend- 
ing NECC. One of those benefits, which is 
fairly new and helped increase enrollment, 
is the transfer program. 

“By attending NECC, then transferring 
to their four-year college, a student can 
save sometimes $30,000 that can be used 
toward dorm costs and tuition,” Sullivan 
said. “That makes a huge difference.” 


Another factor contributing to this in- 
crease is the dual enrollment program, 
which offers high school juniors and se- 
niors an opportunity to take some courses 
at NECC, earning college credit, Sullivan 
said. This allows them to have a portion of 
their first year completed by the time they 
would typically be starting college. 

Students are eligible for this program 
depending on their grade point averages 
and if the courses fit their schedules. This 
benefit seems to be drawing students in, 
and keeps them attending after high school 
graduation. 

“We have an incredible number of dual 
enrollments,” said Sullivan, who did not 
have exact figures. 

While the increase in traditional- and 
high school-age students gives the appear- 
ance of fewer older, nontraditional-age stu- 
dents, Sullivan said the enrollment of older 
students has not decreased. 

This increase in students has been felt 
across campus. 

Cheryl Casey, a business management 
major, has been working toward her degree 
over several years and has noticed a differ- 
ence. 

“Classrooms are filled to capacity, and 
the parking is outrageous,” Casey said. “By 
7:30 the parking is gone.” 

While the parking may seem tight, 
Sullivan insisted there still is plenty of 


See ENROLLMENT, page 4 
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Pedro William photo 
FALL FOLIAGE: The campus is vibrant with colors from autumn's palette. 


Native American student strives to 
preserve sacred ground of ancestors 


® Stone Bone Feather 
Festival on Oct. 21 promotes 
spiritual and ecological 


awareness 
By LUCY MILLER 


Features Editor 


Imagine Studios’ Third Annual Stone 
Bone Feather Festival is coming up on Sat- 
urday, Oct. 21, and Rob Mendoza, a first 
year student, is one of the volunteers who 
helps put together this festival of ecological 
awareness. 

Mendoza, a graphic design major, is a 
Native American who became involved with 
the festival because of his passion to pre- 


_serve his ancestry and to express himself 


through his art. 

The festival takes place at Lake Gardner 
and Pow Wow Hill in Amesbury where it is 
believed a Native American burial site ex- 
ists on the east side of the hill. For Mendoza 
and his sister, Alyssa Nock, the festival is an 
outlet to express the importance of protect- 


ing and saving the earth and nature. 

Their passion is so great that Nock is 
campaigning to save Pow Wow Hill from 
being turned into a residential area. She 
wants to preserve sacred Native American 
land and teach others about the signifi- 
cance of Pow Wow Hill to her culture. 

“The only one who can destroy this land 
is the one who created it,” Mendoza said, 
commenting on the desecration of his an- 
cestors’ land. 

Mendoza said that he had distributed 
flyers to fellow NECC students at the start 
of the semester inviting them to join a 
drum circle on Pow Wow Hill. He said he 
was surprised and pleased by the number of 
students who came, and he called it “a 
learning experience for everyone.” 

The ceremony taught all involved the 
importance of our Mother Earth, he said. 
He hopes to have more drum circles to 
continue informing the community about 
the issues of preserving our land, especially 
Pow Wow Hill, which was important to his 
ancestors and is also very meaningful to 


him. 
See NATIVE, page 16 
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We are all a part 
of accreditation 


@ What can you do to 
be a good citizen? Know 
what we're all about 


In the current accredita- 
tion process, one standard 
the college will be judge by 
is its mission and core val- 
ues. As students, faculty and 
employees of NECC, we are 
all citizens of this educa- 
tional community. Each of 
us should know the mission 
and values of the school. In 
the interest ofinforming our 
citizenry, we publish the fol- 
lowing: 


MISSION OF THE COLLEGE 
The mission of Northern 
Essex Community College 
is to serve the people of the 
Greater Merrimack Valley as 
a caring and comprehensive 
center of educational excel- 
lence that offers high qual- 
ity, affordable adult and 
post-secondary education 
through the Associate De- 
gree level, as well as a broad 
range of occupational pro- 
grams and community ser- 
vices which enhance the 
social, cultural and eco- 
nomic life of the region. 


CORE VALUES 
OF THE COLLEGE 


1. A commitment to stu- 
dent success provided by a 
dedicated, professional fac- 
ulty, staff and administra- 
tion knowledgeable in cur- 


rent developments in their 
respective fields. 


2. A commitment to ef- 
fective instruction and high 
academic standards encour- 
aging active engagement by 
students in their own learn- 
ing and achievement. 


3. Acommitment to pro- 
vide high quality instruc- 
tion in the following areas: 
‘developmental education, 
‘liberalarts education, -spe- 
cial interest/enrichment 
education, ‘technical and 
career education. 


4. A commitment to pro- 
vide educational access to a 
diverse student body with 
essential specialized student 
support services. 


5. A commitment by fac- 
ulty, staff, administration 
and students to grow and 
work together in a coopera- 
tive environment of shared 
governance, open commu- 
nication, fairness and mu- 
tual respect. 


6. A commitment to an- 
ticipate, seek out and ad- 
dress the educational, cul- 
tural and economic needs 
of various constituencies in 
the Merrimack Valley. 
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Halloween: What is the most unique 
costume you've seen or worn? 


“One year I saw somebody dressed 
up as a football and people were 
kicking him.” 


Kate Kelley, Liberal Arts 

“One time I saw someone dressed 
as a garbage bag with holes cut 
out for his arms.” 


Jill Ferriera, L.A. Computer option 
“When the movie 'Scream' first 
came out, the costume was pretty 
neat.” 


Photos by Pedro William 


Kevin Reed, L.A. Biology option 
“I saw a couple of girls dressed as 
M&Ms once.” 


Vanessa Rodriguez, Human Services 
“One time at my work somebody 
wore the mask of the doll Chucky, 


” 


from the movie 'Child's Play’. 


Al Martone, Liberal Arts 

“A totally gory costume with skin 
hanging off of the face and blood 
gushing out, just all deformed.” 
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Tolerance is not enough, understanding is 


Tolerance forces us to 
separate and categorize 


By PETE EDGERLY 
Impulse Editor 


n event took place at my 
high school that shook the 
community. A group of 
youths displayed their ignorance 
through burning a swastika on a 
field at the school. When the guilty 
parties were caught and questioned 
why they would do such a horrible, 
hateful thing, they all stated they 


Missing 
@ Nike 'chainsaw 


ad' was funny, not 
offensive 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


ne night during the broad 

cast of the Olympic games, 

a commercial came on. It 
was an ad for Nike in which a girl 
was suddenly attacked by a man 
with a chainsaw. 

This commercial had a twist, 
though. The girl was Olympic run- 
ner Suzy Hamilton. Not only did 
she get away from the chainsaw- 
wielding maniac, he ran out of 
breath and passed out because he 
couldn’t keep up. At the end, the 
question “Why sport?” was posted, 


did not think it was.a big deal. They 
thought because the horrors of Nazi 
Germany were so long ‘ago, burn- 
ing a swastika into the field was 
merely a joke and not a hate crime. 

This is blatant stupidity and 
there are probably many reasons 
why these boys were so utterly 
stupid. One word comes to mind 
for partial blame of this stupidity: 
tolerance. 

Anti-hate groups have pro- 
claimed, “Tolerance is the answer.” 
NECC took part in an anti-hate 
vigil on Oct. 5, the purpose of 
which was to “raise a united voice 


against hate violence.” While I 
agree with the last statement, I 
disagree, whole heatedly, with the 
first. 

According to The American 
Heritage Dictionary, the word tol- 
erate means, “To put up with; to 
bear; endure.” Tolerating some- 
one or something is an insincere 
way to deal with an issue. To toler- 
ate a person or group is a human 
injustice not only to the target but 
also to the person tolerating. This 
is where ignorance is born. 

So, what now? What should we 
do as the human race? Is letting 


people act out in destructive ways 
the answer? Of course not. This is 
ridiculous. The human race needs 
to trade the word “tolerance” for 
the word “understanding.” If the 
boys understood the meaning of 
the swastika completely, then they 
would not have acted out with 
destructive behavior. This is where 
knowledge is born. 

Human beings need to under- 
stand each other. We need to unite 
as a species and realize that what 
makes us different as individuals 
is also what unites us as a species. 
Tolerating will never unite people. 


It will force people to be separate 
and categorized negatively. Proper 
education, a media that reports 
the truth, and raising morals are 
difficult tasks to put into action, 
but in the end a species will be 
united, not by tolerance and igno- 
rance, but by understanding and 
knowledge! 

I would like to leave the reader 
with a quote to think very hard 
about. It is a quote from a brilliant 
songwriter, Mike Burkett, of the 
band, NOFX: “The only battle that 
I will fiercely fight is the battle 
that hibernates in my head.” 


the punchline leads to censorship 


and answered with, “You'll live 
longer.” Clever and funny. But 
lots of Olympics viewers thought 
it wasn’t, and the ad was pulled 
from the air. I have a problem 
with this. 

You know, yes, there is a line 
that can be crossed with adver- 
tising. There are moral lines and 
certain restrictions that commer- 
cials must adhere to in order to 
go on air. But this wasn’t a bla- 
tantly violent depiction of a 
woman being stalked, well OK it 
was. It was also depicted as a 
cheesy, B-style horror film. 
Spooky night, beautiful girl, 
chainsaw maniac. 

People were offended by this? 
Women said that it was too real 
(right...) There were otherwomen 
that said it was discriminating 
(to who?! the chainsaw psycho? 


Open your eyes, 
smoking kills 


@ Cigarettes bring 
burden of cancer to 
entire family, not 
just to one with disease 


By LON JACKMAN 
Staff Reporter . 


he days are growing shorter 
and the lights are coming 
on quicker as we move 
deeper into the fall season. If you 
look outside in daylight and see 
the trees changing, you'll realize 
this is indeed the best time ofyear, 
but not for me. 

Once again, someone in my 
family has smoked too many ciga- 
rettes and has received the won- 
derful diagnosis of cancer. 

It seems like a vicious circle to 
me because two years ago at this 
time, Ilost my grandmother. Then 
two months later I lost one of my 
favorite uncles to this ever so pre- 
cious disease. 

Cancer is something that all 
people should take seriously, but 
even with all the negative public- 
ity against the cigarette compa- 
nies, you still see a whole lot of 


BUTTI-HEADS standing around try- 
ing to cut offoxygen to their brains. 
Trust me on this one: smoking 
cigarettes is definitely not cool. If 
you don’t want to live, then just go 
out some fast way. Don’t think it’s 
sexy or manly to smoke a butt, 
because I have never stared at 
some woman and thought, “Wow, 
she’s a sex machine” because 
she’s got a butt in her mouth. 

Now that I’ve probably pissed 
the whole lot of you butt mouth 
fiends off, let me tell you about 
the feedbag my grandfather has to 
carry around on his stomach. It’s 
very attractive. It’s made of the 
finest polymers with one of them 
turn-of-the-century plastic looks. 
Also let me tell you about the 
chemo and radiation experiments. 
Those are the best that doctors 
can give you, because there is no 
cure for cancer, just the hope that 
the tumor might go into remis- 
sion and become benign. 

I hope this opens some of your 
eyes. It is not only the patient who 
carries the burden of the disease, 
but the family also gets the plea- 
sure of caring, and that’s where 
the pain stays with me. Right in 
my chest, like all the smoke that 
people seem to love so much. 


he lost!) Parents said that it was 
too violent for Olympic advertis- 
ing, (their kids probably listen to 
Eminem and play Mortal 
Kombat.) Maybe I don’t have a 
problem with it being pulled, I 
don’t like the reasons. 

We live in an age of media 
paranoia and political correct- 
ness. I have no problem with the 
“PC” part but it is used so much 
by people that it has become a 
joke. A joke that I use often. 

And media paranoia? Give me 
a break. All of these things exist. 
And once a joke is made in ques- 
tionable taste people are all over 
it. They throw up their arms in 
an uproar saying that it is blas- 
phemous and sacrilegious and 
offensive. 

It is humor. Humor has al- 
ways been offensive to some- 


body. It is only funny if someone 
has to take a dive for it. Yes it 
can often be too much, but com- 
mercials and television try to 
avoid that. 

I seriously doubt that Nike 
advertisers were out to offend 
anyone, maybe shock them and 
that is what they did. And fore 
the sake of humor I feel that it 
was well executed. And so was 
the rest of the campaign that 
Nike pursued throughout the 
Olympics. And you know what? 
I'm offended now. I am now 
going to protest in order to pre- 
serve humor. 

We need to raise awareness of 
the purpose of humor: to make 
us laugh and sell us stuff. And I 
will now protest when someone 
can’t swallow their pride for a 
second and laugh at a joke. I will 


crusade to stop stupid crusades to 
cleanse our lives ofignorance and 
offensiveness. 

It may sound bad, but these 
two things prove to us we are 
human. I think that we should 
be able to laugh when we want 
to. In moderation of course... 
but when I hear a “blonde” joke 
or a "yo’ mamma so...” joke I 
want to laugh and not be 
scolded. When I see a nice at- 
tempt at humor on TV, be it 
psycho chainsaw guys puffing 
out, or activists making fun of 
bad opinion journalists, I will 
try and find the punch line as I 
do in life. 

(Anybody who is sick of 
people who don’t get the joke, 
write me. And if you are sick of 
people like me, write anyway... I 
dare ya!) 


Part-Time Package Handler and Part-Time Student 


"The fest thing about being a parttime loader at UPS is getting paid great 
money and staying fit from the physical workout yeu get on the job.” 
Students who work part-time at the UPS Chelmsford facility 


tan receive up to $23,006* in college education assistance 
with the UPS Earn & Learn program! 


Working as @ part-time loacier, this employee discovered that her part-time position 
at UPS benefits her physical well being as much as her bank account “it's great. 
Why waste your time working out when you can get this benefit on the job and 
get paid for #? For me and many others, this job beats sitting around behind a 


desk somewhere.” 


UPS offers much more than you'd expect from a part-time job, like great 
Starting pay, set work schedules, weekly paychecks and lots of great benetits. 


Future plans include attending a four-year university and eventually getting a 
Master's degree in Sociviogy, In the meantime, the extra money heips offset the 
rising cost of tuition and books, allowing her to keep on track with her education 
goals. “With great starting pay and up to $23,000 through the UPS Earn & 
Learn college education assistance program, it just doesn't get any better than 


this in @ part-time job!” 


Take it from our employees ~ UPS is the bast part-time job you'll ever have! 


See our UPS Recruiter at the following focations: 


LAWRENCE 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Tuesday & Thursday from 1PM - 4PM 
11 Lawrence St, Lawrence 


HAVERHILL 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Monday & Tuesday from Noon - 4PM 
80 Merrimack St., Haverhill 


SALEM D.E.S. 
Wednesday from 2PM-4PM 


29 S, Broadway, Salem, NH 


ESR 


www.upsjobs.com 
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Accreditation 
underway at NECC 


@ continued from page 1 


After a year’s worth of discus- 
sion in subcommittee hearings 
and getting input from other 
sources, the findings of the 11 
subcommittees were gathered 
into one report in the spring of 
2000. The findings were edited by 
LeBlanc and Stachniewicz during 
the late spring and summer of 
this year. 

After the compilation of this 
report, the findings were submit- 
ted to NEASC and they will see if 
what the committee says NECC 
has and is all about is true when 
they make their site visit on Oct. 
22-25. 

The NEASC committee will be 
splitting time between the 
Lawrence and Haverhill campuses 
and will be touring all facilities 
and possibly talking with faculty, 
administration and students dur- 
ing their visit. How things will 
occur is still to be determined, 
based on what the NEASC com- 
mittee wants to explore when 
they come to NECC. 

Before the NEASC committee 
leaves they will issue a report on 
what they observed on the three 
day visit to the college. 

NECC will find out whether 
the maximum 10 year accredita- 
tion will be given in April of 2001. 

Any student wishing to access 
any further information about 
the process can find it on the 
college's Web page _ at 
www.necc.mass.edu . 


Hartleb announces 
new leadership 
program 


By MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


President David Hartleb unveiled 
anew Strategic Leadership Forum 
during a staff meeting earlier this 
semester. 

“We want to create new ways 
of thinking and see where it leads,” 
Hartleb said. 

He said the objective of the 
forum is to help Northern Essex 
develop better leaders from within 
the college by using inventive 
learning techniques and prin- 
ciples. This way NECC will per- 
form better in times of change 
and technology, Hartleb said. 

That is why community col- 
leges need programs that will pro- 
vide leaders with the skills re- 
quired to manage institutions go- 
ing through constant change, or- 
ganizers said. 

Each college must form a lead- 
ership team with the president 
and five to six individuals. Mem- 
bers are chosen by the school’s 
president based on leadership po- 
tential, diversity, commitment to 
the institution and their current 
position. 

This new forum may be “tak- 
ing us out of our comfort zone” 
said Hartleb. “You don’t know ex- 
actly what it’s going to be like, but 
none of us do.” 


| | fier 2 


Self study 
standards 
at a glance 


Standard 1: Mission and Pur- 
poses focuses on the college's 
mission, priorities and core 
values. 


Standard 2: Planning and 


Evaluation focuses on the 


College’s planning process and 
how that process is linked to 
our mission and goals. In- 
cluded is a discussion of insti- 
tutional effectiveness. 


Standard 3: Organization and 
Governance focuses on the 
College’s administrative orga- 
nization and the governance 
system. Included is a discus- 
sion of communication, 


Standard 4: Programs and In- 
structions focuses on the aca- 
demic offerings at the college. 
Included is a discussion of 
planning, admissions and ad- 
vising and resources. 


Standard 5: Faculty fances 


on the issues involving | 


College’s faculty. Included is a 
discussion of Staff Develop- 
ment and the role of part-time 
faculty at the institution. 


Standard 6: Student Services 
focuses on the services avail- 
able to students at the college. _ 
Included is adiscussion ofaca- | 
demic and non-academic sup- _ 
port as well as extra- and ¢ co- 


curricular activities. oe 


Standard 7: ‘iblary and Infor- 
‘mation Resources focuses on 


the use, availability, and effec- 


_ tiveness of the resources (pa- 
per and electronic) at the li-_ 


braries on both campuses. 


Standard 8: Physical Resources 
focuses on the buildings, 
grounds, and equipment at all 
facilities. Included is a discus- 
sion of the college's facilities 
utilization plan. 


| Standard 9: Financial Re- 
sources focuses on the 


college’s financial status. In- 
cluded is a discussion of the 
budgetary planning process. 


Standard 10: Public Disclosure 


focuses on the college’s dis- 
semination of information to 


_allinterested parties. Included 
is a discussion of publications — 


and the college’s Wed page. 


Standard 11: integrity exam- 
ines the ethical ia wea he 
colts lives oe : oe 


UNITING FOR PEACE: Northern Essex athletes and President David Hartleb (at right) on Oct. 
5 attended the anti-hate candlelight vigil in downtown Haverhill. The event was sponsored by the 
Greater Haverhill Civil Rights Commission and was planned with the help of several NECC 


administrators. 


Enroliment is up, 
and students notice 


continued from page 1 


space, just not as close to the 
building as the students may like. 
“We have plenty of parking space 
for at least the next three years,” 
he said. 

Jitters, the campus coffee shop, 
is often standing room only. Rachel 
Huntress, a cashier at Jitters, finds 
it extremely busy on the hour, 
when classes are letting out. “It’s 
always been busy, but Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays are the 
busiest. It gets crowded in here,” 
she said. 

Peg Haskell, a familiar face be- 
hind the bookstore counter said, 
“There was not really an over- 
whelming difference, we had seven 


www.explorekids.com 


We ee bee incredible 
number of dual enroll- 
ments. 


—STEVE SULLIVAN 


registers going so things went well.” 
When asked about the new person- 
nel that can be found behind the 
registers she stated, “We always 
hire the additional staff to handle 
the start of classes.” 

Halls are filled with a continual 
flow of students, diverse in age and 
background, and seemingly more 
abundant than last year according 
to students. 


Evidence of the increased 
enrollment can be seen with a 
glance around campus: the 
lawns are scattered with stu- 
dents relaxing on benches or 
reading in Adirondack lawn 
chairs. 

Students interviewed said 
they are pleased with their ex- 
perience at NECC, which leads 
to word-of-mouth advertise- 
ment and increased enroll- 
ment. 

“The biggest promoter of a 
college is the people themselves 
who have been there,” Sullivan 
said. “It’s like a club or a disco 
withaline outsidethedoor.When 
people see that, they know the 
place has something to offer.” 


2 Great Hourly Pay 


2 Tuition Reimbursement 


2 Gain Experience 
working with children 


Opportunities available 
in your county NOW 


For more information please 
contact Ryan at Explore 


1-888-413-9756 


WW onemeary Beds 
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Capital campaign aims for 
up to S6M in donations 


@ Funds will go toward 
new building in Lawrence 
and college endowment 


By ED HUDSON 
News Editor 


NECC hopes to raise funds to improve its 
aging facilities when the college’s first Capi- 
tal Campaign kicks-off in the upcoming 
weeks. 

The money will be used to purchase a 
second building in Lawrence and to in- 
crease the college’s endowment fund, in 
addition to other improvements the college 
has planned, according to Dean of Institu- 
tional Advancement Jean Poth. 

The goal of the campaign is to find 30 
donors to contribute 60 percent of the $4 to 
$6 million target. Once this goal has been 
met, the campaign will go public. 

Poth said the state will put forth $7.5 
million toward renovations if the college 
can raise at least $2 million by the year 
2003. Some of the money will be used to 
fund improvements to the present Haverhill 
campus, such as the addition of a Technol- 
ogy Training Center. 

The “Technologies and Fine Arts Build- 
ing” as Poth calls it, “has always been in the 
plans,” she said. The college is hoping that 
the money raised during the campaign will 
help turn this plan for expansion into a 
reality. 

But perhaps to the chagrin of some 
students, this expansion to the Haverhill 
campus will not include plans to expand 


[Hartleb] wants to take 
the college to the next 
step. 


—JEAN POTH 


the Top Notch Theater facility at the present 
time, according to Poth, designated man- 
ager of the campaign. 

Many students have stressed the need 
for a more expansive theater, and it is 
particularly important to those students 
who are involved in the performing arts 
student organization, the Top Notch Play- 
ers. However, “renovation of the present 
facility is in plan,” said Poth. “The president 
is a big supporter of the Fine Arts.” 

Working hand-in-hand with the Capital 
Campaign will be the NECC Foundation’s 
second annual fund-raiser, which this year 
headlines a concert by Keith Lockhart and 
the Beacon Brass Quintet, who will be per- 
forming “A Musical Slice of America.” The 
performance will take place on Oct. 25 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Sport and Fitness Center of 
the Haverhill campus. 

“Money raised will be used for student 
scholarships and the building campaign,” 
said Poth. 

“NECC President David Hartleb has a 10 
year plan to turn NECC into the number 
one state-of-the-art, two-year institution in 
the state,” Poth continued, saying Hartleb 
has been working with her to achieve this 
goal. “It is his vision,” she said, “He wants to 
take the college to the next step.” 


Election officials say young people 
take voting freedom for granted 


By KRISTY KELLEHER 
Staff Reporter 


“Your vote is your choice,” is what elec- 
tion officials will say when asked why it is 
important for people to vote. 

Barbara MacKinnon, City Clerk of 
Haverhill said, “Sometimes we take for 
granted the freedoms we have.” 

The record low voter turnout in the 
Massachusetts primary in September raised 
some concern among local government 
officials. When asked why so few people 
voted, MacKinnon speculated, “Maybe it’s 
apathy, people are tired of trying. Many 
people feel that it doesn’t matter anyway.” 

If you are not registered and would like 
to do so, you can register at your town or 
city hall. The deadline to register for the 
Nov. 7 election is Oct. 18. 

If you are a Haverhill resident you can 
register with the city clerk in City Hall at 4 
Summer St., room 118. The phone number 
is (978) 374-2312. If you are a Lawrence 
resident register at City Hall, 200 Common 
St., basement level, room four, Election 
Division Office, (978) 794-5803. 

You must be a U.S. citizen and over the 
age of 18 to register. It is not required that 
you declare a political party in order to 
register. If you were on the NECC Haverhill 
Campus in Spurk (C Building) on Tuesday, 
Oct. 3, you could have registered at the 
MassPIRG table. 

Once you are registered, your town or 
city will send you a letter letting you know 


where your designated poll station is. 
Most polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. on voting day, but call your town or 
city hall to confirm. 

If you are unable to make it to the 
polls on election day you can request an 
absentee ballot, which will allow you to 
vote through the mail. 

A random poll of 25 NECC studdents 
revealed that only six had voted in the 
primary. Fifteen of the 25 were regis- 
tered to vote, but few said they ever have. 
Ten were not registered at all, but eight of 
those said they would probably register 
so they could vote in the presidential 
election. 

When asked why she thought so few 
young people were voting, MacKinnon 
said, “Young people don’t know how 
hard people fought for our rights, they 
don’t know any wars, they haven't had to 
fight for their freedom, and they pretty 
much take voting for granted.” 

In an effort to encourage young people 
to vote, the City of Haverhill has outreach 
programs in schools so that young people 
understand the importance and get ex- 
cited about the voting process. 

The City of Haverhill also encourages 
voting by having the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles place a box that can be checked 
off to register to vote while you register 
your car. The efforts of voting advocates 
are not only important but also neces- 
sary in order to inform and encourage 
our youth, officials said. 
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Are you looking fora full or part-time job that 
affers flexible schedules? Look no further than 
Marshalls. We are one of the nation's leading off-price 
retailers, offering ee brand name appare! and oes cS 


Please apply in person af: ee ss srorey Ave., 
Newburyport, MA, Mon.-Fri., 10am-7pm 
Full-time & Part-time Positions 

days, nights & weekends 
° Sales 
* Stock 
¢ Receiving 


¢ Associates 
¢ Loss 
Prevention 


* Supervisors 
¢ Merchandising 
e Fitting Room 


Marshalls is an equal oppartunity employer cemmutted to worklorce diversity. 


Visit us at: www. Marsha a IsOnline. com 


Marshalls. 


A Division of The TIX Companies, inc, 


You ll find it at Marshalls 


Paid Political Advertisement 


Attorney Jane Leary Levesque wishes 
to THANK all Northern Essex Community College 
personnel who supported her in the recent 
political race for Clerk of Courts. 


May Good Luck and Love fill your life with joy. 


Pee lert 
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‘Making Strides’ toward ending breast cancer 


@Awareness and 
information can 
save your life 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


his year breast cancer will 
be diagnosed in approxi 
mately 182,800 women in 
the United States and claim the 
lives of approximately 40,800 
women. It is second in mortality 
rates only to lung cancer, accord- 
ing to the American Cancer Soci- 
ety. 
Unlike lung cancer, there are 
no known causes, nothing magi- 
cal a woman can do to lessen her 
chances. The closest weapon to 
prevention that exists, is early de- 
tection. 

October is National Breast Can- 
cer Awareness month, and though 
you may have seen the ads encour- 
aging women to take action, it is 
solely a personal choice to do so. 

Whether you are a woman or 
not, this disease can touch your 
life. Though the incidence of this 
cancer in men is very rare, every- 
one must remember their mother, 
sister, girlfriend, or wife when 
examining these statistics. 

The only means of defense, the 
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only factor that improves a 
women’s odds is detecting the 
cancer early and acting with 
treatment quickly. 

According to information pro- 
vided by the American Cancer 
Society, the death rate in the 
1990’s due to breast cancer de- 
clined by the largest amount in 
over 65 years. That is not to say 
there are less diagnosed with the 
disease, but that early detection 
and improved treatments have 
had a direct impact on survival 
rates. 

Breast abnormalities are dis- 
covered by a woman herself, by 
her physician during a physical 
exam and by having a yearly 
mammogram. The American 
Cancer society recommends that 
women 20-39 years old should 
be doing a self exam once a 
month, and report any changes 
to their doctor. Unless there is a 
strong family history that indi- 
cates an increased risk, 
Mammograms are recom- 
mended after age 40, on a yearly 
basis. Women should ask their 
doctors to teach them how to 
properly conduct a self-exam, or 
they may call the American Can- 
cer Society at 1-800-ACS-2345 for 
more information on selfexami- 
nation. 

Unfortunately, self-exams do 
not always catch the cancer, 
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According to the American Can- 
er Society, symptoms for breast 
ancer are: 


’ An new lump or mass. A mass 
See is painless, hard, and has 
gular edges. These are the most 
ommon signs of breast cancer. — 
* A generalized swelling of part 
lof the breast (even if no ae is 
felt ). 


* Breast skin pains or dim: 
D ling. : 

* Pain in the nipple or retrace 
tion, redness or scaliness. 

* Discharge other than breast 
milk, 


Many of these conditions a 
e due to benign breast condi- | 


which is why mammography is so 
important in detection. 

Ginny Anderson, cooperative 
education coordinator at Northern 
Essex’s Career Development Cen- 
ter and coordinator for The 
Women’s Network, learned that 
was exactly the case in her experi- 
ence with breast cancer, at the age 
of 44. 

“I did self-exams on my own, 


Common. 


Tear off 
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Phone 
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but it was caught through mam- 
mography, and it wasn’t there the 
prior year,” Anderson said. 

Two days after the biopsy, the 
phone call came confirming it was 
cancer. Anderson opted for a 
lumpectomy and received radia- 
tion therapy five days per week, 
for six weeks in Boston. 

Now looking back on those 
moments as a survivor, Anderson 
takes part in the “Making Strides 
against breast cancer walk,” a six 
mile event taking place in Boston, 
as well as many other communi- 
ties, designed to raise money for 
the fight against breast cancer. 

In its eighth year, Making 
Strides has raised over $50 million 
for breast cancer research and edu- 
cation. 

“It’s mixed emotions for me 
that day, you are walking for 
people that you know, friends that 
have died,” she stated. “You see 
whole families walking, because it 
affects the whole family.” 

Anderson was lucky, with early 
detection her cancer had not 
spread. There are different types 
of tumors involved in breast can- 
cer. Tumors can be just benign 
growths which are not cancerous, 
or tumors can be cancerous and 
not have spread. These are called 
situ, and nearly all cancer at this 
stage is curable. The other type of 
cancerous tumor is invasive, and 


October 20 at 10:30 am 
A Waik — A — Thon to benefit Maria Cabrera, a 4 year old 
Ecuadorian child with Klippel Trenauney Syndrome. Maria 
is Teceiving care at Boston Children’s Hospital and has 


Join your fellow NECC students and faculty in the Lawrence Atrium on 
OCTOBER 26 at 10:30 am for a 1.4.mile walk around the Lawrence 


shies 8 at eon fe Northern Essex pearperaess pote: syn 


Submit your name and pledge card to Inhie Kerrins, Assistant Coordinator of 
Student Activities & Orientation, Lawrence Campus. 


Meet Maria and her parents at the end of the walk in the Lawrence 
Campus Atrium. 


For further information please cali Student Activities 738-7417 or Prof. 
Elaine Haddad, Center for Nursing Education, 738-7428 


Pledge Amount 
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the outcome of this type depends 
strongly on when it was discov- 
ered, how far it has spread and the 
stage of the disease. 

It is so easy to ignore medical 
advice because we hear it almost 
constantly every day: What we 
should eat, how much fat we 
should consume, how much car- 
bohydrates should be cut-out, how 
often we should exercise. It gets to 
a point that many begin to tune it 
out. Hopefully people are hearing 
the message during October’s 
breast cancer awareness month. 

Many may still feel it can’t hap- 
pen to them, maybe they feel the 
odds are in their favor, but accord- 
ing to the American Cancer Soci- 
ety, 80 percent of all women diag- 
nosed with breast cancer do not 
have a family history of the dis- 
ease. 

These are warnings that should 
be heard. When you see reports of 
the women who take part in these 
“walks for a cure”, look at how 
they clasp hands in solidarity, put 
names to those faces, those statis- 
tics. They are real, they are your 
mother, your sister, your 
friends...maybe they are you. Most 
importantly heed their warning 
about early detection, the key to 
surviving breast cancer lies within 
our choice to take preventive ac- 
tion, and to encourage those we 
care about to do the same. 
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® Joint Admissions helps 
pave way to four-year 
colleges in Massachusetts 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


The prospect of life beyond NECC may give you 
butterflies. The pressure of the real world may 
seem overwhelming, with the question of “What 
am I going to do with my life” lurking. 

If this sounds familiar, you are not alone. 
About 600 students graduate from NECC each 
year. Some choose to go directly to work while 
others transfer. Whether either path awaits 
you, there are several options for preparing for 
your journey. 

Transferring to a four-year school can be a 
daunting but rewarding move. As time pro- 
ceeds and the application deadlines are edging 
up on you, there are many things to keep in 
mind. Most importantly, talk with advisers. 

The Joint Admissions program guarantees 
admission to most Massachusetts state col- 
leges and universities, ifyou are in an approved 
academic program. 

To use Joint Admissions, students must 
graduate with an associates degree and have a 
cumulative grade point average of at least a 2.5. 
Ifstudents maintain a 3.0 or better, they receive 
a 1/3 deduction on tuition. To get involved in 
Joint Admissions fill out an application in the 
advisor’s office of the B-building. 

“Any student who thinks they are going to 
transfer should get involved in Joint Admissions,” 
said Sara Adams, an NECC adviser. “There are no 
obligations to the school you select, and you don’t 
have to choose only one school.” 

Furthermore, it is important to choose a list 
of schools you want to transfer into. 

Find out the course requirements and what 


classes will or will not be accepted. 

Paula Strangie, the head of advising, stressed 
that the earlier you pick out target schools, the 
more likely classes will transfer. 

While NECC allows credits for CLEP, most 
four-year colleges will not accept it as a course. 
They will not accept basic math or English 
classes either. 

“In general if students take good solid lib- 
eral arts classes the courses are very likely to 
transfer. Most schools require at least a C ora 
C minus” Adams said. 

Oct. 25 is Transfer Day. Approximately 30 
schools from around the region will be in the café 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This is an opportunity 
for students to get a feel for the school they wish 
to attend, and an idea of the cost. 

Money tends to be the determining factor in 
which school a student attends. Yet, this 
should not be the most important issue, advis- 
ers say. 

“Students should apply to every school they 
are interested in, and not be persuaded by the 
sticker price,” Adams said, explaining that 
there is a great deal of financial aid available. 
Most schools have scholarships for transfer- 
ring students. 

Moving on in life also means work. Everyone 
needs money, and therefore almost everyone 
needs a job. Many students choose to enter the 
working force straight from NECC. A wide 
range of jobs require only an associates degree 
or a certificate. 


Transferring skills from NECC 


® Involvement in sports, 
other activities at NECC 
will broaden experience 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


room, Erik Roaf plans to transfer the 
skills and experiences learned at NECC 
to another segment of his life. 

Roaf is a 20-year-old graphic design major 
at NECC and captain of the men’s basketball 
team. He plans to transfer to UMass- 
Dartmouth in the fall of 2001. 

This is Roafs second year at NECC, and he 
holds strong regards for the college claiming, 
“NECC is a great starting point for those that 
do or do not know what they want to do. It 
saves students a great deal of money. Also, I 
find that the teachers are very helpful. They 
are always pushing the students.” 

Roaf started at NECC with plans of crimi- 
nal justice. He took a graphic design class and 
it stuck on him. He is planning on attending 
UMass-Dartmouth and graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in graphic design. 

“I hope to one day work at a large graphic 
design firm,” Roaf said, “or maybe work un- 
der someone with hopes of starting my own 


Fee the basketball court to the class 


business.” 

Roaf is currently enrolled in the Joint Ad- 
missions program, which allows automatic 
acceptance into Massachusetts state schools 
for students with sufficient grades. 

Furthermore, it offers students a one-third 
deduction on tuition if they maintain a 3.0 
G.P.A. or better. 

“This program is good because it helps 
with the transferring process,” Roafsaid. “You 
can choose a list of schools that you want to 
go to, but it is not final.” 

Roaf also noted, “Although not all my 
classes are transferable, the majority of them 
are. Most schools will accept all of my graphic 
design classes, they just don’t take the basic 
math or English classes.” 

Students can find out which classes trans- 
fer through talking with advisors, or they 
could contact the school in which they plan 
on attending. 

When looking at potential transfer schools, 
Roaf sought a college that offered a strong 
major in graphic design and the opportunity 
to play basketball, the very same activities he 
joined at NECC. 

“Getting involved in activities such as sports 
is a great way to meet people. I have definitely 
become a more diverse person coming to 
NECC,” Roaf said. “I would recommend to 
anyone that they get involved in activities at 
NECC or at the school where they are going.” 


Any student who thinks they are going to 
transfer should get involved in Joint Admissions. 


—SARA ADAMS 


To assist students in their pursuit of a 
career, NECC offers many job fairs each year. 
Employers from around the area come seeking 
employees. 

Along with this career opportunity, stu- 
dents can go to the Career Development Center 
in the Spurk building. Here you willbe assisted 
in finding a job relating to your field of interest. 

Whether a person chooses to work or con- 
tinue his or her education, it is a step in the 
right direction. It is important to know not to 
let the feeling of uncertainty stress you out. 

To help enrich your experience at Northern 
Essex, the college offers a wide variety of extra- 
curricular activities. 

These experiences will set up a strong back- 
ground of responsibilities and social interac- 
tions that are key to success. 

Whether you enjoy shooting hoops or get- 
ting involved in school politics, NECC has pro- 
grams of all sorts. 

For those interested in movement, there is 
the dance club. They meet every Monday from 
noon to 1 p.m. in the dance studio of the sports 
and fitness center. 

For those interested in theater, there are 
auditions for school plays. Currently, auditions 
are being held for Charles Dickens' A Christmas 
Carol today, Oct. 18, from from 4 to 8 p.m.in the 
Top Notch Theatre. 

For those interested in journalism, the col- 
lege has an award-winning, student-run news- 
paper, the NECC Observer. 


THINGS TO REMEMBER | 


File photo 
Head of Advisors, Paula Strangie, 
emphasizes Joint Admissions. 


For those interested in politics, there is a 
student senate. Students can run for office at 
the beginning of the fall semesters. 

For those interested in teaching, NECC of- 
fers many PACE programs in which students 
can work as peer tutors. 


These are just a few of the many programs | 


available to NECC students. 


It is important to get involved in opportuni- | 


ties such as these for improving your life. 


Students find not only are they bettering their 


resumes, they are creating character. 


Group activities such as sports are a great | 


way to meet new friends and get involved at 
your school. Furthermore, admissions officers 
and potential employers tend to lean towards 
the person who has participated in activities. 

Take of advantage of the opportunities at 
Northern Essex. Look ahead. . . 


Y NECC is sponsoring Career Decisions 2000 call 
(978)-556-3722 for info 
Y Career Development Center is here to help 


C building (Spurk) 


Y Get involved with the many clubs at NECC 
Y Contact the Academic Advising Center for 
transfer and Joint Admissions info 

Haverhill Campus B-204 


Lawrence Campus L-142 
Y Transfer Day is October 25th and will be held 
in the café from 10:00 to 12:30 
¥Y Many students do not know what they want to 
do after NECC. Let the school help and take ad- 
vantage of the many resources available 
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Jotnt ApMissions SCHOOLS 


Bridgewater 
Fitchburg 
Framingham 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
Salem 


Westfield 
Worcester 
UMASS/Amherst 
UMASS/Boston 
UMASS/Dartmouth 
UMASS/Lowell 


Going straight to work? 
Visit Career Development 


® Moving on from NECC 
can be difficult 


BY PETE EDGERLY 
Impulse Editor 


difficult and vague for some students. 

Some will be going on to a four-year 
college to receive a bachelor’s degree while 
others may be joining the work force. 

What role does NECC play in helping to 
further your plans? The school can play a big 
role ifyou know how to take advantage of the 
services offered. 

For students planning to head out to the 
working world, but who are unsure of which 
path to take, the Career Development Center 
in Spurk (C Building) will be helpful. 

Some careers do not require a bachelor’s 
degree; for example, many technology jobs 
require an associates degree or certificate. 
Working for a computer company is a great 
field for those who love computers and do 
not plan to pursue a bachelor’s. 


Piastest for life beyond NECC can be 


Teaching aide or assistant teacher are other 
occupations not requiring a bachelor’s de- 
gree. There are many other jobs as well that 
you can go to directly from NECC, all vou need 
to do is use your resources. 

Justin Petersen, a liberal arts major at 
NECC, is a third semester student who is not 
totally sure what he wants to do when he 
leaves the school. One of his main interests is 
music, and he has been focusing many of his 
classes on this love. 

“Td like to go into some kind of career 
revolving around music,” Petersen said. “I’ve 
always had an interest in recording and know 
a lot about it.” 

Petersen is unsure what he will do. A four- 
year college seems like a lot of work and he 
would love to jump into the recording indus- 
try sooner rather than later. 

“A bachelor’s is still three or so years away. 
I think I'll have enough knowledge of music 
after NECC to go into recording. Experience in 
the field is what I’m lacking,” Petersen said. 

No matter what you decide to do after 
NECC, there are plenty of resources at the 
school. The Career Development Center can 
help you get a job or the right path for you. 


TRANSFER DAY 


Wednesday Oct. 25 
10:00am - 12:30pm 
Student Center Cafe 


The following colleges and universities have been invited to NECC 
to provide transfer information and answer questions on Transfer Day. 


MASSACHUSETTS PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


Amherst College Fisher College Montserrat College of Art 
Becker College Funeral Institute of Northeast Mount Holyoke College 
Bentley College Gallaudet University Northeastern University 


Pine Manor College 
Regis College 
Simmons College 
Smith College 
Stonehill College 
Suffolk University 
Tufts Colllege 
Wellesley College 


Boston College 
Boston University 
Brandeis University 
Curry College 

Elms College 
Emmanuel College 
Emerson College 
Endicott College 
Wheelock College 


Gordon College 

Johnson and Wales 

Lasell College 

Lesley College 

Marymount College 

Mass. College of Pharmacy 
Mass. Institute of Tech. 
Merrimack College 
Wentworth Institute of Tech. 


MASSACHUSETTS PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
UMass-Amherst 


UMass-Boston 
UMass-Dartmouth 


Bridgewater State College 
Fitchburg State College 
Framingham State College 


Mass. Maritime Academy 
Mass. College of Liberal Arts 
Salem State College 


Mass. College of Art Westfield State College UMass-Lowell 
Worcester State College 
NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Daniel Webster College New England College Rivier College 


Keene State College New Hampshire College 


University of New Hampshire 


St. Anslem College 


TOP TEN REASONS 


TO COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE AT NECC 


BEFORE YOU TRANSFER 
10. You'll save wear and tear on your car. 


9. You'll be part of your community 
while you go to college. 


8. You'll gain the maturity, experience, 
and study skills necessary for a 
4-year college or university. 


7. It is easier to be accepted for transfer 
since the criteria for acceptance is 
often different for those without 
degrees. 


6. You become eligible for scholarships 
that are only available to students with 
an AAJAS degree. 


5. You can easily transfer credits to 
colleges that have agreements with NECC. 


4. You will add an Associates Degree 
to your resume. 


3. You can qualify for joint 
admissions. 


2. You may qualify for the Tuition 
Agreement Program (TAP). 


1. YOU SAVE MONEY! 


Presenting Sponsor - 
The Rogers Family Foundation/ The KagleTribune 
and 
Members of the 


Northern Essex Community College Foundation, Inc. 


invite you for an evening with 
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BR ACES 
Performing 
vA Viiusical Slice of America 

Wednesday, October 25", 2000 + 7:30 pm 


in the Northern Essex Community College 
Sport & Fitness Center (Gym) + Haverhill Campus [J 
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GOLD-—VIP Reserved $100 | 


includes 6 pm VIP reception, reserved seats & parking 
SILVER— Reserved $50 
GENERAL ADMISSION $25 
STUDENTS (with ID) $15 


| For Tickets or Information Call: 978-556-3857 


Tax-Deductible Donation to Benefit the Northern Essex Community College Foundation, Inc. Scholarships & the Building Campaign 
NECC Foundation, Inc. is a $01 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
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Women's network undergoes transformation 


@ Staff strives to 
meet the changing 
needs of students 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


The newly transformed 
Women’s Network recently 
merged with the Career Devel- 
opment Center to provide not 
only a friendly ear to listen, but 
solid career advice. 

Located in the student center 
in room F-120, the Women’s Net- 
work has a drop-in center fur- 
nished informally, complete with 
a comfy couch and arm chairs. 
Friendship and support is tangi- 
bly felt in the atmosphere of this 
room, where any student (yes 
even men) can drop in weekdays 
between the hours of 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

The mission of the Women’s 
Network is greater than just pro- 
viding a place to talk; they area 
resource offering workshops in 
career transition, self-esteem, 
stress management and surviv- 
ing college at any age, or stage of 
life. 

Currently the “brown bag 
lunch. series,” which began at 
the center’s open house Oct. 10, 
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is in full swing with an upcoming 
schedule to include: Nov. 17 and 
Dec. 7 from noon to 1 p.m. in room 
F-139 of the student center. Stu- 
dents can bring their lunch, and 
join an informal discussion on is- 
sues and topics that effect them, 
meet the career development cen- 
ter staff, and learn about career 
services they might not have known 
existed. 

“lam going to base the topics on 
what the needs are of the people 
who attend,” said Ginny Anderson, 
Women’s Network coordinator. 
“Based on that feedback, each lun- 
cheon will cover a wide range of 
what is of interest or concern to 
them.” 

Anderson, the newly appointed 
coordinator for the network, has 
been with the Career Development 
Center for the past three years, and 
is taking on this position in addi- 
tion to her other responsibilities. 

She brings 28 years of experi- 
ence in higher education, working 
with women throughout those 
years. 

Besides her professional experi- 
ence, Anderson offers a real-life 
perspective as a working mom. She 
knows first-hand about juggling 
work and school, and even experi- 
enced the upheaval of loosing a 
career. She hopes to provide an un- 
derstanding ear that can make a 


“You had way too much to 
drink and messed up. Big 
time. You'd give anything 
to start over. Okay. 
Hit START OVER” 


Pedro William photo 


FOCUS ON SUCCESS: Women’s Network members Ginny Ander- 
son, Romaine Lavoie, M.J. Pernaa and Deborah Regan. 


viable difference for students who 
are experiencing these and other 
conflicts. 

“There are a lot of women who 
return to school, or start school, 
who are afraid,” Anderson said. 
“It’s a big step, and we have staff 
members such as Deborah Regan, 
who meets with women return- 
ing to school, or MJ. Pernaa, for 
services on career options. She’s a 
wonderful career counselor.” 

The Women’s Network was 
started several years ago by a 
group of students in a “women in 
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+ Fi 
There’s a powerful new program to help + 
students make informed choices about drinking. Or not 
i i interactive CD-ROM game 


a 
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You are invited to get involved in this new initiative of our 
NECC Peer Educator Club & the NECC Substance Abuse 


Task Force. Did you know... - 


* Task force members and our Peer Educators are available to do 
45-minute in-class presentations on Alcohol 101. 


« The Aicohol 101 program makes a great extra credit assignment 
and learning experience. 


Students can access the Alcohol 101 program in computer labs on both campuses. 
After visiting the Alcohol 101 virtual party, they can test their alcoho! awareness by 
completing the Alcohol 101 questionnaire. Once completed, they turn it in to 

Student Health Services, F-112 in Haverhill or L-134 in Lawrence and receive a free 


Moving on to Weliness T-shirt and certificate of completion! 


& oes Health Services @556-3770 
in Haverhill, or 738-7482 in Lawrence for more information. 


society” class. Gaining support from 
students as well as staff, they ap- 
proached the college president for 
funds and a meeting room, and so 
began what has blossomed into 
the fully staffed network that NECC 
offers today. 

Anderson is the fourth coordi- 
nator of the network, and believes 
strongly in the positive impact it 
can have on women’s success. 

“I want people to feel comfort- 
able to stop by, and if we don’t have 
the answers, we'll do our best to get 
the answers for them,” she said. 


TOP 
PAY! 


(718) 681 - 


Flexible Hours 
Mon- Friday 3:30 -2: 


ALL LEVELS 
Call Kathy at 


Romaine Lavoie, part-time stu- 
dent and now a member of the 
Rapid Response staff at NECC, said 
she owes her success and stamina 
as a returning student to the 
women’s network. 

“They're responsible for my 
coming back to school,” she said. 
“They were very supportive, and 
stuck with me through my first 
few scary months.” 

Majoring in business adminis- 
tration, Lavoie took part in a work- 
study program for rapid response, 
and became a permanent mem- 
ber of their staff as of last July. As 
a member of their staff, she works 
daily with displaced workers who 
have lost their jobs and are in need 
of resume assistance, training or 
education to successfully re-enter 
the work force. 

In addition to all the work- 
shops offered free of charge, the 
network gives students options 
for peer support as well. By taking 
advantage of the relaxed atmo- 
sphere, students can find their 
issues and feelings are common 
among their peers, and therefore 
gain validation. That influences 
how students handle the day-to- 
day stresses they are under. 

“Sometimes just having some- 
one to talk to, and knowing you 
are not alone makes all the differ- 
ence,” Anderson said. 


Located on Rt 125 Ne Andover 
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STP plays for a record-breaking crowd in Lowell 
STONE TEMPLE PILOTS 


@ Scott Weiland 
gets naked and 
stays clean 


By MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


he Stone Temple Pilots set a 
ik attendance record at 

the Tsongas Arena in Lowell 
on Oct. 5. 

At the end of their sixth song 
“No Way Out,” lead singer Scott 
Weiland said to the crowd, “We 
heard the band Creed used to 
hold the attendance record here, 
not anymore!” 

There were some big surprises 
at the concert. The lead singer of 
Godsmack, Sully Erna, came out 
unexpectedly during Stone 
Temple Pilot’s last song and an- 
nounced plans to go on tour 
with the group. Also the lead 
singer from the opening band 
Disturbed came out on the pre- 
vious song “Dead and Bloated,” 
and helped with vocals. 


Are You Looking For a Job? 


The LEARNING ACCOMMODATIONS CENTER 


The band played everything 
from their first mainstream hit 
“Plush,” to their most recent 
single “Sour Girl.” The band 
sounded even better then they 
did at last May’s WBCN River 
Rave. 

The first song they performed 
was “Wet my bed,” off their first 
album “Core.” The crowd erupted 
when Weiland ran out on stage 
singing into the microphone with 
his customary blow horn. 

The stage set was spectacu- 
lar. It consisted of: red stream- 
ers hanging down on both sides 
of the stage, a huge white star in 
the middle of the stage that 
showed images like a movie 
screen the whole show, and a 
array of multi-colored flashing 
lights. 

Weiland performed the ma- 
jority of the show shirtless; the 
rest of his attire was a pair of 
black arm sleeves, black stretch 
pants, and sometimes a black 
winter cap. He also sported a 
new hairdo, a mohawk. The band 


needs people to work as 


PAID PARAPROFESSIONAL AIDS 
$6.00 - 


96.50 per hour 


Positions aveilable include : 


é Readers - ‘Read fdas noes textbooks, tests, etc 40 


someone who i is blind, Flexible hours! 


° ‘Scribe - The gerbe writes ene as ae side 


dictates the answers during fests. 


° eos Tat - Students di rect assistants to carry 
out manual tasks which allow equal access/ participation in in the 


class. 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED. WE WILL TRAIN) 
COME TO Fil3, Learning Accommodations Center or call 


978-556-3654 for more ormation, — 


arts S25. & 1 


was very in-touch with the crowd 
throughout the whole perfor- 
mance. They were throwing tow- 
els into the crowd, guitar picks, 
drum covers and bottled water. 
At one point Weiland was smok- 
ing a cigarette and handed it to 
a guy in the crowd and said, 
“Hey you want to finish this.” 

The floor was extremely hot 
at the concert. Many people were 
fainting from heat exhaustion 
and had to be removed. Security 
was spraying water on the crowd 
to cool people off. Still, there 
was crowd surfing and moshing 
the whole night even with the 
unbearable heat. 

At the conclusion of the con- 
cert, Weiland went back stage 
and returned with an American 
flag on his shoulders. He then 
wrapped the flag around his 
waist and proceeded to take off 
his pants. He performed the last 
song with nothing on but the 
American flag. One word that 
sums up the whole concert 
would be: amazing. 


Art courtesy of Atlantic Records 


Music club is planning a big bash 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


ronwyn Crocker walks into the lecture 

hall with a less than amazed look on 
her face. She sees a crowd of three people 
in the room. Somebody mentioned that 
the first meeting had a decent attendance 
but it has dropped in five weeks. 

I’m talking about the Music Club, and 
Bronwyn Crocker is the acting president. 
The few people there all felt the same 
about the skimpy showing: kind of down. 
The club adviser and school music adviser, 
Michael Finegold, entered the room and 
the meeting got under way. 

It’s a sad story, and it happens to a lot 
of student groups and clubs. Why is the 
Music Club different? They are determined 
to be key contributors to the resurrection 
of the arts at NECC. 

As we all can see as we walk through 
the halls of Spurk, the art classes have 
made their lasting impressions in giant 
murals and sculptures. But how old are 
those? Exactly. And the music students 
are forced to dwell in a dungeon-type 


facility affectionately known as “Sleepy 
Hollow.” 

But the Music Club lives on. 

Professor Finegold explained that in 
the past couple years, the club has ex- 
posed college bands and let them be heard. 
Crocker said that they hold fun jam ses- 
sions in Jitters Cafe and sponsor talent 
shows and dances, all to promote the arts. 

Why is a group like this being so over- 
looked? What is it that makes people keep 
away from clubs like this? I don’t know...the 
students are uninformed? Well, three 
words: big, costume and party! That’s right. 
The Music Club wants to put on the first 
big bash of the year. They need you to 
make it happen. They have the facilities 
and the tunes. NECC Music Club needs 
you! 

For a good time on Oct. 28, all you need 
to do is shovel out a $7 donation to the 
club, and come in costume. You may get 
a discount or you may win a prize in the 
costume contest. Invite your friends. 

If you have any questions about the 
Music Club or the Halloween bash please 
contact Professor Finegold at 556-3413. 


What tunes are you diggin’? 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


his is my top five list, so far anyway. 

Listen up though, I want to find out 
what you folks are listening to. Please sub- 
mit your top five favorite songs or albums 
to the newsroom (see Page 2 for contact 
info), and I will try to make sure you are 
heard. This is your paper, too. 

1. I was going to say “Rollin” by Limp 
Bizkit, but then I heard The Urban Assault 
remix of it, "Feat." DMX and The Method 
Man...wow! 

2. “Songs from the Cool World” 
(soundtrack) This is the techno revolution 
at its best ... only it came four years early in 
the form of a cult movie soundtrack. It 
features My Life With The Thrill Kill Cult, 
David Bowie, Moby and The Thompson 
Twins. 

3. Hed P.E.’s debut called “Broke.” People 
have been calling these guys a cheap imita- 
tion of Limp Bizkit. I can see where they are 


32 4M 


coming from, but this band delivers a scarier 
and more sincere approach to this genre. 
You may have hear “Bartender,” but that is 
the most generic track on the album. Check 
out the track featuring Serge from System 
of a Down and that Girl from Kittie; it's 
harsh kids. 

4. Sara McLachlan and Delirium did this 
song called “Silence” a couple years back. If 
you haven’t heard it on 92.5 (The River) 
download it. Sara’s voice is just made for 
electronica. 

5. Mel Torme singing “Sunshine Super- 
man.” [heard this song on an “Ultra Lounge” 
Compilation. This compilation's intention 
was to point out how badly rock and lounge 
music blend, but still Mel is the king, and 
anything he sings is good to me. 

That was my top five, in no particular 
order. Why don’t some of you do the same 
and drop your lists for me in the newsroom 
down the hall from the student center. 
Make sure to include detailed explanations 
of your top five. 
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In this case, ‘Beautiful’ movie about beauty pageant is pretty ugly 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


New to the box office this month is “Beau- 
tiful”, the release from Destination Films 
rated PG-13, starring Minnie Driver and 
Hallie Kate Eisenberg. 

This movie was advertised by cute trail- 
ers on television that gave the potential 
ticket-buyer a glimpse at some of the fun- 
nier moments of the film. Eisenberg prob- 
ably was as much of an audience draw as 
Driver. Best known as the Pepsi girl who can 
change her voice to sound like either a 
burly man or Aretha Franklin, she also 
appeared in “Bicentennial Man,” with Robin 
Williams, warming the screen with her 
angelic dimples and long curly locks. 

The promotional ads to pique interest in 
this film served their purpose, drawing 
myself and apparently many other females 
to this movie, though we had already seen 
most of the humor in those small clips. 
Between the cast, which also includes 
Kathleen Turner, (who gave an amusing 
performance as a pageant trainer) and Joey 
Lauren Adams (Adam Sandler’s girlfriend 


MTV gives us 
something 
to fear 


® Latest in reality TV 
features contestants 
waiting with flashlights 
in abandoned buildings 


By TIM EATON 
Staff Reporter 


Starting their new season, MTV has 
brought a new show to their line up 
appropriately called “Fear.” Following in 
the footsteps of such popular shows as 
“Survivor” and “Big Brother,” it combines 
tasks and money. These tasks are a battle 
within your imagination. 

All you need to do is complete a 
few dares and you take home $3,000. 
Sounds easy enough, right? Wrong. 
The dares take place in abandoned 
facilities including prisons and men- 
tal hospitals. If that doesn’t impress 
you; it takes place after midnight with 
minimal light provided by a flash- 
light, and for the most part, you are 
alone. 

The dares are pretty straightfor- 
ward; you are assigned a room and 
you stay there for 15 minutes to de- 
termine if there is any paranormal 
activity. You stay in the rooms in the 
dark, other than the flashlights, and 
wait. 

All radio communication is to be 
terminated, and you listen. If you 
make it, you move on to the next 
night. If you don’t, you leave the site 
and your team has to pick up your 
dare. When all dares are complete, 
each survivor gets their $3,000 re- 
ward. 

Is a lot of it imagined? Does para- 
normal activity actually exist? Check 
out “Fear” on MTV on Friday, Oct. 27, 
at 8 p.m. and find out for yourself. 


in “Big Daddy”) the movie seemed to hold 
great potential to make you laugh or make 
you cry, or hopefully both. 

This film is the feature directorial debut 
from Sally Field, two time Academy Award 
winning actress. That fact alone made me 
have certain expectations before I entered 
the theater. I was thinking about her film 
experience, “Norma Rae,” “Places in the 
Heart,” “Mrs. Doubtfire,” just to name a 
few—probably unfair expectations because 
she only acted in those films; she never 
directed. Rosie O’Donnell saw the film and 
said, “Funny, touching. A cool chick flick.” 
I was sold. 

The theater was packed, with three males 
and rows upon rows of women. “Definite 
chick flick,” I thought to myself. I glanced at 
the out-of-place and uncomfortable look- 
ing males as I found a seat. Poor things 
should have sought refuge in the theater 
next door, where “Remember the Titans” 
was showing. 

The beginning of the film gives the audi- 
ence a look into the childhood of Mona 
Hibbard, the small town beauty queen 
played by Minnie Driver. Having come from 


an impoverished home, with a emotionally 
vacant mother, Mona grows into a highly 
self-centered, driven young woman. Her 
obsession, winning the title of “Miss America 
Miss” (the movies version of Miss America), 
and she will stop at nothing to grasp that 
crown. Frankly, she is unlikable, and usu- 
ally not in a way that is amusing to the 
audience. Her actions which are supposed 
to come across as pathetically funny, end 
up just looking pathetic and mean. Perhaps 
this shady, but not quite dark comedy is not 
Driver’s forte. I could sense certain lines 
were supposed to set off laughter, but few 
did, and I was not among them. 

Mona befriends a small, nearsighted, 
unpopular girl named Ruby (adequately 
played by Joey Lauren Adams) who becomes 
Mona’s only ally in life. When scandal finds 
Mona, or she finds it, as is usually the case, 
it is Ruby who “mothers” her through it. 

Eisenberg’s character of Vanessa, the 
alleged daughter of Ruby, offers the only 
comic relief to this film, delivering lines in 
a manner that Driver should take notes on. 
Vanessa dislikes Mona, yet underlying feel- 
ings are apparent and make you know 


there is more to the story. The big question, 
since the three characters live together, is 
why does the little girl look like Mona 
(Driver), and nothing like her “mother,” 
Ruby. This friendship holds a secret that 
could destroy any chance of Mona winning 
her crown. 

The reason is not really hidden from the 
audience, and is not meant to be any kind 
of shock when revealed. So where is the 
turning point, moment of truth, or more 
concise the “point” of the movie? It is 
resolved in the last 15 minutes, and is best 
summed up in the quote that helped launch 
the film, “Sometimes you have to give up 
the life of your dreams, to discover the 
dream of your life.” I like that quote. In fact, 
much better than the film it promoted. 

On a five star scale, I would give this 
movie a two and a half. It had potential, a 
few chuckles, and even an emotionally 
charged scene or two of mother-daughter 
confrontations. But it seemed that 8-year- 
old Eisenberg was carrying the load. Frankly, 
I expected more. This one is best saved for 
rental on a night when TV offers you little 
choice. 


Who Wants To Be A Renaissance Person 


The Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee will be presenting the game show “Who Wants To Be a Renais- 
sance Person?” on Monday, December 11, at 12:00 pm in the Bentley Library. Hosted by Steve Sullivan, Dean 
of Admissions, the game show will give students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of all areas 
of the Liberal Arts. Its purpose is to celebrate the well-rounded individual, which is one of the benefits of a 


Liberal Arts education. 


The Observer will print sample questions to give students a sense of the range of questions that will be 


asked during the show. There will be 3 qualifying rounds of questions: Mondays (~ 12 on October 30, Novem- 
ber 6, and November 13. Students will have to answer 3 out of 5 questions in order to qualify for the Decem- 
ber 11 show. There will be 8 levels of questions with 2 plateaus, one at level 3 and one at level 6. If a student 
reaches a plateau, he or she may stop and keep the prize earned at that level or choose to progress to the 
next level. However, a wrong answer at a level above the plateau will send the student back to the previous 
plateau level. Students participating on December will receive a T-shirt for participating. Prizes for the levels 
are being finalized. 


Questions for the qualifying rounds and final round on December 11 will come from all the Liberal Arts 
disciplines. These questions will range from least challenging to most challenging. Contestants who qualify 
for the final round will be able to use lifelines: 50/50, ask a friend or faculty member in the audience, and 
ask the audience ( by a show of hands). 


For further information call Elaine Mawhinney, Chairperson of the Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee at 
978-556-3395, or contact committee members Paulette Redmond, Nancy Nickerson, Sandy DeVellis, or John 
Mason. 


Sample Questions 


1. ‘if you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen” is attributed to which U. S.President? 
a. Teddy Roosevelt b.Harry Truman c. Franklin Delano Roosevelt d. Richard Nixon 
2. What is the chemical formula for water? 

a. H202 b.H20 c. HO2 d. 2HO 

3. Who said, “I think, therefore | am” and started modern philosophy7 

a. Blaise Pascal b. David Hume c.Rene Descartes d. Cyrano de Bergerac 

4. Desdemona is the heroine of which Shakespearean play? 

a.Othello b. KingLear c. The Tempest d. Midsummer Night’s Dream 

5. Who said, “The unexamined life is not worth living" ? 

a. Terence b. Socrates c. Sophocles d. Seneca 

6. Which figure in psychology is associated with the collective unconscious? 

a. Sigmund Freud b. Alfred Adler c. Carl Jung d. ViktorFrankl 

7. Which planet is in the third position from the sun? 

a. Earth b. Mars c. Venus d. Jupiter 

8. The value of pi is approximated by what number? 

a. 3.04 b. 3.14 c. 3.41 d. 23/7 

9. Alexander the Great was the leader of which country? 

a. Rome b. Macedonia c. Egypt d. China 

10. In a right triangle the ratio of the opposite side to the hypotenuse is what angle? 
a. sine b. cosine b. cosecant d. tangent 
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NECC has a new baseball coach 


@ Quinlan brings a 
solid resume 

to the job on the 
diamond 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


fter a successful 2000 spring 

baseball season, highlighted 
with an appearance in the state 
tournament, the NECC coordina- 
tor of athletics, Sue MacAvoy, sud- 
denly found herself searching for 
a new head baseball coach. 

Approximately two weeks be- 
fore the start of the 2000 fall se- 
mester, head coach Scott Power 
resigned in order to search fora 
full time job elsewhere. 

The start of the fall baseball 
exhibition season was quickly ap- 
proaching, so MacAvoy had only 
three weeks to find a new coach. 

MacAvoy said she was looking 
for someone who knew the game 
well, someone with college coach- 
ing experience, and someone who 
was concerned about the students. 

Even with severe time con- 
straints, MacAvoy was able to find 
the coach that possessed these 
traits. She hired Kerry Quinlan to 
be the new head baseball coach. 

Quinlan comes in to the pro- 
gram with an extensive resume 
that includes playing at the col- 
lege level and coaching a high 
school team to a championship. 

“T love to teach the game of 


baseball,” Quinlan said. 

Quinlan wants to build on the 
already successful baseball pro- 
gram at the college. Though a 
winning program would be nice, 
his main goal is to help the players 
strengthen their skills, Quinlan 
said. 

“I look at the team to be like a 
minor league farm club, because 
the main goal is to help the play- 
ers better their game so that they 
can go on and transfer.” 

Quinlan has a solid background 
in baseball. He played for 
Newburyport High and went on to 
play college ball at Nasson Col- 
lege. 

While playing at Nasson, 
Quinlan suffered a serious knee 
injury that ended his playing ca- 
reer, and lead him to coaching. 

He found success in coaching, too. 
Quinlan coached Winnecunnett High 
school to the state class title. He also 
coached a baseball team of 16- and 
17-year-olds in the junior Olympics, 
in Tucson, Ariz., this past summer, 
and coached a Massachusetts All- 
American team. 

The fall season is only an exhi- 
bition season at NECC, so Quinlan 
plans to use this time to get to 
know the players and get a feel for 
everyone’s talents. He wants to 
establish his coaching style with 
the players now so that the team 
can start right up in January when 
preseason for spring begins. 

“We don’t wait around for 
things to happen,” he said. “We 
make them happen.” 


Cross country makes 


history at recent meet 


@ Women keep 
stride with strong 
finishes in new 
program 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


The NECC cross country pro- 
gram continues to grow, as the 
team has run well and made his- 
tory this season. 

The team opened its season 
with the Pop Crowell meet Sept. 
23, at Gordon College. 

The women’s team started the 
season off in grand fashion by 
making history. Adria Michitson, 
Suzanne Dunn and Rachel Boland 
were the first women ever in the 
short history of the program to 
compete in and complete a cross 
country race. The program started 
3 years ago, but before this sea- 
son, no women had joined the 
team. Mitchitson finished the 5k 
race in 24:34 placing 66th place 
out ofa large women’s field of 134 
runners. Dunn finished 89th, with 
a time of 26:04, and Boland 
finished100th in 26:51. 

The men also ran well at the 
meet, with Freddie Gibbs finish- 
ing the 5-mile course in 20th with 
a time of 29:40. Larry Fowle fin- 


ished 40th in 30:46, and Charlie 
Silva finished 42nd in 31:13. 

The following week the team 
competed in the Tri-State Champi- 
onship meet held at Community 
College of Rhode Island. Fowle com- 
pleted the 8,000-meter course in 
34th with a time of 31:17. Gibbs 
finished 36th in 31:20; Silva, both- 
ered by a cramp in his calf, finished 
86th in 36:10; and Mike Carozza 
finished 98th in 41:03. 

The women had a rough meet 
because two runners, Michitson and 
Boland, could not compete due to 
sickness. Dunn ran the 5k course in 
25:08, and Chela Wall finished with 
a time of 31:58. 

At the Roger Williams Invita- 
tional the men ran well as Fowle 
finished the 5,000-meter course in 
9th place with a time of 18:28, 
Gibbs finished 16th in 19:06, and 
Silva finished 32nd in 20:33. 

The women also ran well as 
Michitson finished 31st in 24:29, 
Dunn finished 34th in 24:36, Boland 
finished 65th in 27:23, and Wall 
finished 91st in 31:35. Michitson 
and Dunn ran their best times of 
the year. 

Although hampered by sickness 
and injury the team has run well. 
They are looking to run their best 
times of the year at Rivier College, 
which features the fastest course 
the team will run on. 


Matt Messelaar photo 
MEET THE COACH: Kerry Quinlan. 


student pricing 


Conveniently located at Routes 110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


NECC women are 
ranked in top 15 
for basketball 
teams at nation's 
2-year colleges 


1. Borough of Manhattan CC, New York, N.Y. 
2. Anoka-Ramsey CC, Coon Rapids, Minn. 
3. College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, Ill. 
4. Mohawk Valley CC, Utica, N-Y. 
5. Rochester CC, Rochester, Minn. 
6. Jefferson CC, Watertown, N.Y. 
7. Gloucester County College, Sewell, N_J. 
8. Fergus Falls CC, Fergus Falls, Minn. 
9. Norwalk CTC, Norwalk, Conn. 

' 10. Suffolk County CC, Selden, NY. 
11. Herkimer County CC, Herkimer, N.Y. 
12. Wm. Rainey Harper College, Palatine, Ill. 
13. Fulton-Montgomery CC, Johnstown, N-Y. 
14. Central Lakes College, Brainerd, Minn. 


15. Northern Essex CC, Haverhill, Mass. 


AnncHope 


Danvers and Watertown 


Ou Opportunities are 
Matched Only by Our Benefits! 


Assistant Store Manager / 
Softlines (Watertown) 


Department Manager / 
Hardlines (Watertown) 
Assistant Department 


Ma 
Sales 
Cashiers 

Pharmacy Technidan (Danvers) 


Our generous associate discount is just one of the 


ers 
sodates 


Maintenance 
Door Greeters 
Snack Bar (Danvers) 
Warehouse 
Early Morning Gew 
Wate 

ernight Gew Manager 
(Danvers) 


Overnight Crew (Danvers) 


great benefits of working atAnn & Hope. We also offer our asso- 


ciates competitive pay, life insurance and, for eligible associates, a 401 (k) plan, health and dental insurance, paid vacations and 
a sick pay plan. Enjoy our flexible scheduling and an enthusiastic staff at the Arsenal Mall in Watertown or the Liberty Tree 


Mall in Danvers. Positions vary by location. 


Candidates interested in working for a dynamic company with great pay and benefits should stop by the store and com- 


plete an application, call or send resume to the appropriate address: 


159 Endicott St., Danvers, MA 01923 
Phone: (978) 777-1300; Fax: (978) 777-2189 


615 Arsenal St., Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: (617) 924-3400; Fax: (617) 924-3546 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


@ Page 15 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2000 


eee 


High expectations for women’s basketball 


@ NECC Knights are 
ranked 15th among 
division III colleges 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


This coming winter season is one of high 


expectations for the NECC women’s basket- 
ball team. They are coming off an impres- 
sive performance last season and are na- 
tionally ranked. 

The NJCAA released its preseason 
women’s basketball national rankings and 
had the NECC team ranked 15th in the 
nation among Division III colleges. 

The national ranking will put added 
pressure on the team as other teams that 
are not ranked will be looking to knock off 
the Knights. 

“When you are nationally ranked there is a 
target on your back,” said head coach Andrew 
Pittington. “If we don’t train hard and have a 
good work ethic, then we won’t get the results, 
and we'll drop out of the rankings.” 

Coach Pittington has high expectations 
for this team, starting with winning the 


league tournament. 

“I expect us to qualify for the national 
tournament and advance deeply into the 
tournament,” Pittington said. 

Tri-captains Lyndsey Hamblet, Jessica 
Hamilton, and Glenda Cancel will lead the 
team well, the coach predicts. 

“I demand a lot out of my captains.“ 
Pittington said. “I expect them to show 
respectful behavior, be good role models, 
and lead the team.” 

Pittington is not the only one on the 
team with high expectations. 

“I expect us to win most, if not all of our 
games this season,” said team captain Jes- 
sica Hamilton. 

Foremost, Hamilton has high expecta- 
tions of herself for this season. 

“I want to help lead the team to the 
Nationals, and hopefully help lead us deep 
into the tournament,” she said. 

Pittington said he wants the team to 
have pride and be like a family and watch 
after one another. 

“There is no single important person on 
this team,” Pittington said. 

The team starts their quest for the na- 
tionals when the season opens at the NH 
Tech Tip-Off Tournament on Nov. 3 and 4. 


Men's basketball hopes to 
make regionals this season 


@ Good combination of 
veterans and new players 
inspires championship 
dreams this year 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


Ihe NECC men’s basketball team is hyped 

with a new season underway. The sea- 
son officially began Oct. 1, and the Knights 
have wasted no time in preparing for the 
season opener Nov. 3 at New Hampshire 
Technical School's tip-off tournament. 

Practices are rigorous and expectations 
are high for this fairly new squad. 

“We are very enthusiastic,” said head 
coach Darren Stratton. “I think we have a 
legitimate shot of making the Regionals.” 

The Knights have only three returning 
players—Joe Marshall, Erik Roaf and Al 
Martone—but the veterans feel confident in 
the new players. 

“This is going to be a step up from last 
year because of the player clientele,” said 
tri-captain Erik Roaf. “We have more kids 
with high school experience, and that is a 
plus.” 

Roaf is one of three captains, along with 


Nate Proulx, and returning captain Joe 
Marshall. The three have set many goals for 
this year’s team. 

Proulx said, “My goal is team unity. We 
have a lot of talent; we just have to make 
sure we work together.” 

Roaf added, “My goal is to win the states. 
Go to the Regonals. Win the Regionals. Go 
to the Nationals. And win it all. The whole 
enchilada.” 

The NECC Knights have not made it to 
the Regionals since 1982, yet they hope that 
will change this year. While the team strives 
to beat Roxbury Community College, they 
ultimately hope to finish in the top four of 
their division. There are 10 teams in region 
21, and only the top four are allowed to 
compete in the Regionals. 

Marshall summed up his goal in one 
word: “Championship.” 

Coach Stratton feels this is one of the 
best men’s teams the college has had ina 
long time. Many players have played on all- 
star teams. 

“We don’t have a problem getting the 
ball in the basket,” the coach said. “Re- 
bounding is our weakness. If we can re- 
bound we will be successful.” 

The team all agreed that rebounding 
was their weak spot. They also agreed that 
Roxbury Community College, the defend- 
ing national champion, would be their great- 
est challenge. Otherwise, 
Stratton said the compe- 
tition is beatable: “Be- 
sides Roxbury our league 
is wide open.” 
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PACK: Tri-captains 
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AIM HIGH: The 
women start their sea- 
son on Nov. 3 and ex- 
pect to win most, if 
not all, of their games 
this season. 


Fri. Oct. 20 


Mon. Oct. 23 
Football Passing 
Contest 


Wed. Oct. 25 


Sue MacAvoy at ext. 3820 
or 


: Upcoming events sponsored 
by the Recreation Dept. 


8 Ball Billiard Tourney 


Ping Pong Tourney 


For more information contact: 


Andrew Pittington at ext. 3821 


All events begin at noon in Sport and Fitness Center 
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Bush or Gore? Discuss. 


© Contemporary Affairs 
Club provides forum 
for discussing the 

day's issues 


By MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


Want to state your views on 
last week’s debate or just say how 
much you hate Al Gore or George 
Bush? Then the Contemporary 
Affairs Club is for you. 

“All it takes is a general inter- 
est in politics,” said the club’s 
head advisor William Heineman 
on requirements to join. 

The club has already had its 
first meeting, but it’s not too late 
to join. Just go up to room C-203 
and sign up. 

“We take new members 
throughout the year,” Heineman 
said. 

The club sponsors many activi- 
ties. Last year they went to Wash- 
ington D.C., and the year before 
that they had a United Nations 


conference with other colleges. 

“It’s a simulation of the U.N 
with each college representing a 
country,” said Heineman. 

This year the club is again go- 
ing to Washington D.C., unless 
the group changes its mind. Some 
other activities include: sponsor- 
ing speakers and helping with 
voting registration. 

Many topics are covered in the 
group, including this year’s elec- 
tion, environmental issues, ani- 
mal rights, and more. 

“We cover general political ac- 
tivism mainly,” Heineman said 
about the topics the group covers. 

This club is great for students 
because students run it. The club 
appoints student officers that take 
the club in the direction the stu- 
dents want it to go. 

“Tt’s all in the hands of the 
students,” said Heineman. 

So if you want to get some 
experience in government and 
make some new friends go join 
today. This could be your start in 
politics. 
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LATINO FEAST: Students eagerly sample the spread offered at a seminar on "Healthy Choices in 
Latino Foods" in the Sport & Fitness Center on Oct. 4. 


Native American student promotes spiritual festival 


@ continued from page 1 


The Stone Bone Feather Festi- 
val brings awareness to the com- 
munity about the issues that 
Mendoza and Nock are so passion- 
ately involved in. The festival in- 
cludes music, poetry readings, 
speakers, several activities and art. 
These different parts of the festi- 
val serve to bring people together 
and educate them while being en- 
tertained. Several regional and 
local organizations will be part of 
the festival, making the commu- 
nity aware of issues such as water 
pollution and land preservation. 

The numerous events of the 
festival are designed to involve a 
broad range of people in the com- 
munity. 

Mendoza and his sister con- 
sider this festival a window of 
opportunity through which they 
can reach the public and gain sup- 
port from them in an endeavor to 
preserve this part of Merrimac 


The only one who can 
destroy this land is the 
one who created it. 


—ROB MENDOZA 


Valley from rapid indiscriminate 
development. 

For the Stone Bone Feather Fes- 
tival to be a success this year, 
volunteers are needed to help clear 
a trail on Pow Wow Hill on Oct. 14 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. This trail will 
feature sculptures from local art- 
ists. 

Students who volunteer can 
earn community service hours and 
may be able to use this opportu- 
nity for a work-study program at 
NECC. Also, students are encour- 
aged to submit works of art to be 
displayed at the festival. For more 
information contact festival orga- 
nizer, Kristine, at Imagine Stu- 
dios: (978) 834-0367. 


NECC student Rob Mendoza, right, and his 
sister Alyssa Nock are striving to preserve 


nature and their ancestry. 


At the 2nd Annual Stone Bone Feather Festival, 
part of a medicine wheel is displayed. 


Bookstore seeks to clarify book-return policy 


® Students need to 
wait until end of 
semester for the best 
buy-back prices 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


A NECC student stood at the 
counter of the bookstore trying to 
returna College Algebra and Trigo- 
nometry book, along with another 
text, when Peg Haskell, an em- 
ployee of the bookstore for the 
past six years said, “I would wait 
until the end of the semester be- 
fore vou return that hank You 


will get about $3.50 for it now, and 
more later.” 

The student decided to heed 
her advice and wait. 

The policy is clearly stated in 
the “How to Sell Your Books” pam- 
phlet, and bookstore employees 
would like to clarify the issue. 

The NECC bookstore will pay 
you 50 percent of the selling price 
for hardcover and large-format 
softcover textbooks in good condi- 
tion—if they have been ordered by 
professors for required use next 
term and if the bookstore is not 
overstocked. 

The reason why this particular 
student mentioned above would 
not get the 50 percent refund was 
that the student was attemnting 


to sell the book at an off time. It all 
depends on timing. 

“At this time of year we are not 
buying books back for the school, 
so students won’t get the 50 per- 
cent,” she said. “If students wait 
until the end of the semester, dur- 
ing finals week, they will get more 
money.” 

Barnes and Nobles own the 
NECC bookstore, and although 
students feel they are being 
gouged, the bookstore employees 
would like students to know: “We 
do not set the prices, the publish- 
ers do. In fact, NECC books are 
discounted 7 percent for new 
books, and 25 percent for used 


books, compared to other schools.” 
This is determined hv an acree- 


At this time of year... 
students won't get the 50 
percent. 


—PEG HASKELL 


ment between Barnes and Nobles 
and NECC. 

Some students still want to 
know where the money for resold 
books is going. The answer is: to 
Missouri Books Systems Company 
(MBS). The NECC bookstore ships 


the off-time used books to them. 
MRS cate thea mainrity afthesa nrafit 


while the bookstore receives a 
small portion. Otherwise, if 
books are on order by a profes- 
sor the student will get approxi- 
mately 50 percent back. 

The key is students should 
wait until finals week at the end 
of a semester. 

Tenia Caldwell, a NECC stu- 
dent, said, “I bought an English 
book for $45 and I got $20 back 
for it at the end of the semester 
during finals week last year.” 

Haskell said, “We try and tell 
people to wait until the end of 
the semester, unless we are re- 
ally swamped. Some students 
sell their books immediately 
though. They are trying to get 


same oas monev” 


